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Monday, Oct 17

School Picture Day!School Picture Day!

Monday, Nov 7
PIEE Virtual Meeting

7 pm

Thursday, Nov 10
Veterans Day Assembly

10 am Gymnasium

Friday, Nov 11

     NO SCHOOL

Tuesday, Nov 15 - 
Thursday, Nov 17

Conferences, PK – 6
EARLY DISMISSAL 1:15

NO AFTER SCHOOL

Wednesday, Nov 23 - 
Friday, Nov 25

Thanksgiving Recess
NO SCHOOLThursday, Nov 3

All School Sing
2:30 Gymnasium

Thursday, Oct 20
All School Sing

2:30 Gymnasium



Dear Friends and Families of Erving Elementary School,

Thank you to the members of the Erving Fire Department for visiting the school on October 
11th in honor of Fire Safety Week. The ;re ;ghters took time to teach our students the 
importance of smoke detectors, knowing your home address, knowing how to call 9-1-1 and 
how to escape a burning building safely.  What a wonderful way to celebrate 100 years of Fire 
Safety Week with our local ;re;ghters.  

On Friday, October 7th EES staff members participated in a Union 28 Curriculum Day.  All 
teaching staff had an opportunity to come together with colleagues throughout U28 to 
participate in a variety of virtual workshops.  It was a great day of learning for everyone in 
Union 28. 

The Partners In Education at Erving (P.I.E.E.) is an amazing group of parents who work 
together to foster and enrich the educational experience for the students at Erving 
Elementary School.   This group is committed to making a wonderful school experience for all 
of the staff and students at EES.  P.I.E.E. is always looking for new members so join us for the 
next virtual meeting on Monday, November 7th, at 7pm.  If you would like to be part of this 
amazing group, please CLICK HERE and share your contact information.

Upcoming dates:
October 17th – School Picture Day
October 18th – Bus Evacuation Drill
October 20th – Fifth Grade Sprit Day – “Crazy Hair Day”
October 20th – All School Sing – 2:30 – Community Members Welcome

Enjoy the weekend and enjoy the beautiful fall colors.

Best,
Lisa

https://forms.gle/z5WjEezpQeqwrbEg9
https://forms.gle/z5WjEezpQeqwrbEg9


First Grade Unity Kids News

The �rst graders have been very busy students! We have begun our reading groups,
where our readers practice skills like phonics, handwriting, and developing strategies
for reading new words. These readers are busy getting information from pictures,
looking closely at the �rst letters in new words so we can “get our mouths ready for
the beginning sounds”, and really checking to see if the words they read look right,
sound right, and make sense in context. The children are also practicing asking and
answering literal questions about the texts they’ve read (e.g. What did the character
say at the end of the story?” We are feeling good about our progress already, and
while we know there’s always more to learn, we are working on approaching every
new activity with the mantra, “We can do hard things!”

Camilla, Milana, and Tailynn practice            Ryan and Sebastian build sentences
writing their sight words                             using words from their book



First Grade Unity Kids News

In math, the children have begun a unit called “Building Numbers and Solving Story
Problems”. We are playing lots of di�erent math games that involve addition, and our
mathematicians are �nding lots of di�erent strategies to do it! Some of our kids are
counting all the objects up from the beginning. Others like to count on using a
number line. Some children like to count with their �ngers, while others prefer using
cubes or a tens frame. It’s great to see so many ways to solve a problem, and it’s
even better when students can share their strategies, teaching to and learning from
each other.

Marcus, Abby, Brenden, and Dalton roll the dice, add them up, and build towers to
show their totals. Look at these mathematicians' focus!



First Grade Unity Kids News

In social studies, the children have been spending a lot of time celebrating who they
are and all the wonderful things that they are experts about already! They created
identity maps that show their hopes and dreams, their families, what makes them

happy, sad or worried, and what makes them feel the power inside themselves.

Grace and Carmen take turns tracing each other
to create identity maps.

Our scientists have been thinking a lot about life cycles. We began with studying the
life cycle of a butter�y. We created scienti�c diagrams that show the parts of a
monarch caterpillar, and we even have some in our classroom that are now in their
chrysalises! We are so excited to see our butter�ies complete their metamorphosis
and emerge with beautiful wings so we set them free on their journey to warmer
places!



First Grade Unity Kids News



First Grade Unity Kids News

We have also started to think about the life cycle of an apple. We are learning the
poem “The Star Inside the Apple” by Ellis Paul. Through this, non�ction books, and our
own apple observations, we are tracking the changes from a seed, to a sapling, to a
tree that bears apples, apples that grow seeds inside them, and to the seeds that
grow more saplings. Just like the poem says, it’s a cycle that continues, “...for
months, for years, for centuries…And on and on it goes, you see--and on and on it
goes!” Next week, we’ll go on a �eld trip to the apple orchard ourselves, where we can
see the trees growing, hear how to take care of them, see how the apples are
measured into bushels, and maybe even try a cider donut. Yum!



Mrs. Mazella and Mrs. Arnold

The National Reading Panel has identified five key concepts at the core of every 
effective reading instruction program: Phonemic Awareness, Phonics, Fluency, 
Vocabulary, and Comprehension.

Phonemic awareness is one of the first skills your child will need in their toolkit for 
reading. We place focus on this important skill in the primary grades. We start with 
playing with rhymes, syllables and spoken words (phonological awareness) and we 
move into recognizing and manipulating individual sounds in words (phonemic 
awareness). A child with a healthy foundation of phonemic awareness stands the 
best chance to read with fluency and for fun! 

There are lots of fun ways to help your child with phonemic awareness at home. As 
you’re working with your child, keep in mind that this may take a while for kids to 
grasp. That’s okay! You can relax knowing that phonemic awareness will come with 
time and exposure. And the best part is that phonemic awareness games can be 
played anytime, anywhere!

Literacy News!

Continued on next page�



1. READ RHYMING BOOKS TO AND WITH YOUR CHILD.

Here are just a few

● Brown Bear, Brown Bear,

● Sheep in a Jeep,

● Llama Llama Red Pajama,

● A Wocket in my Pocket,

● Room on the Broom.

2. PLAY I SPY WHILE AT HOME OR ANYWHERE ELSE!

Ask your child to find items throughout the room by saying, “I 
spy something that begins with the /t/ sound.” Encourage 
your child to find and name the items in the room that begin 
with the /t/ sound. Don’t name the letter names, but rather 
focus on the sound that the letter makes.

3. PRACTICE COMBINING WORDS AND SYLLABLES.

Start with compound words: Put your right hand out for the first part of the word and your left 
hand out for the second part of the word. Have your child repeat the word.. Then your child can 
CLAP their hands together to make the whole word.

“Sail” ….”boat”....”Sailboat!”

● Sailboat                 

● Friendship

● Sunshine

● Brainstorm

● Cartwheel

● Daydream

● Earlobe

● Fishbowl

● Kickball

● Laptop

● Starfish

Move on to having children repeat the activity with 
two syllable words that are not compound words:

● Magnet

● Handle

● Pamper

● Giggle

● Funny

● Sand

● Kitten

● Robot

Continued on next page�



4. PLAY GUESS MY WORD.

Tell your child the sounds in a word (start simple!) and ask them to guess the word you are 
making. Say, /b/ /i/ /g/, guess my word!.... BIG! 

● m-e

● d-ay

● a-dd

● j-o-b

● r-oo-m

● c-oa-ch

5. Play with Syllable Deletion

Say a word with two syllables. Have your child repeat the word. Now take one syllable away and 
ask them what’s left. Example: “Say baseball” (child repeats “baseball”). “Now say it again but 
don’t say base” (child says “ball”). You can challenge your child by changing up which syllable you 
take away.

● Bookcase

● Downtown

● Snowman

● Gumdrop

● Today

● Reptile

● Scarecrow

● H-o-p

● P-i-g

● M-oo-n

● P-l-ay

● B-l-ow

● B-l-ue

● s-m-i-le





SEL in the Classroom

Social-emotional skills are the 

strategies one has for managing 

strong emotions, navigating 

relationships, working effectively 

with others, solving difficult 

problems, and making responsible 

decisions.

Each week Mrs. Buck, our licensed 
counselor delivers lessons for each grade 
in their classroom. This is a service 
provided to all students. 

What is SEL?

Social Emotional Learning Newsletter 

The amygdala is the control center 
for all of our emotions. Sometimes, 
when we become overpowered with 
emotion, our amygdala can kick in 
and override our rational thoughts 
and behaviors. 

This month, we are learning about 
our brain and strategies to help 
regulate our emotions. 

Our Brain What are we 
Learning? 

This month students are 
learning about how  
different emotions such 
as courage, fear, anger, 
and joy impact their 
actions and behaviors.

How our breathe 
helps us

When we take deep 
breaths, signals are sent 
to our brains, telling us 
to calm down and relax. 
These messages are 
translated throughout 
our bodies, reducing 
tension and relieving 
stress when we are 
anxious or feel 
overwhelmed.



After Sch�l



Art News
September 2022

ABOUT ART CLASS
Hello! I’m Emily Stewart, the art teacher here at
Erving. In art class, we use the Teaching for Artistic
Behavior philosophy
(https://teachingforartisticbehavior.org/). This is a
philosophy that believes every student is an artist,
and the art room is their studio. Students think that
it’s awesome that they have freedom to decide what
they make in art class. What they don’t know is that
it’s actually more work (shhhhh!). They have to find
their own materials, set up their own workspace,
negotiate with peers, figure out what to do when
problems arise, persist, reflect, observe….. They are
practicing artistic habits that will translate into other
areas of their lives, while also having the opportunity
to explore their passions and interests through art
materials. I love watching them grow, and feeding
them bits of info and visuals to support their journey.

CLASS UPDATES
We are in the process of
opening studios, discussing
studio habits of mind, and
practicing clean up routines.
We will circle through studios
again, adding layers of
techniques, famous artists,
and cultures who have
traditions in these media. We
hope to culminate in another
Art Night in May - stay posted
for details!



FUNDRAISING

Please keep on the
lookout for the Original
Works fundraiser. Each
student is going to make
a special artwork that you
will have the opportunity
to have printed on a
variety of objects, such as
a notebook, mug,
pillowcase, etc. These
make excellent gifts and
earn money for their class
for field trips and other
special events. If there is
something that you’d like
your child to draw
(a portrait, a pet, a favorite place, a symbol of importance), let them know, because they can
choose what to draw!



The Art Room Recycles!
Hello parents and guardians! We are looking for donations of materials for our sculpture and
fiber studios. Can you check your recycle bin for these items and send them to school with your
student(s)? You can send them in throughout the year - we will constantly be refilling our bins.
There is a donation bin right outside the art room door. Thanks so much!

--Emily Stewart, Art Teacher (stewart@erving.com)

We love -->

Small Boxes
Plastic
containers
and lids

Cardboard
Tubes

Caps and lids Interesting plastic debris Corks, wire, wood scraps

**Please no egg cartons, styrofoam, or food-contaminated items. Thanks.

Getting rid of stuff? Our wish list:

Sewing Supplies!
Fabric Scraps

Yarn
Needles

Stuffing/Fiberfil

Sport or Animal
Magazines

(for drawing
reference or
collage fun)

Art Books for
our classroom library



A� Sch�l Sing

Continued on next page�
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Calling all Ghouls and Ghosts! 
 

Erving’s 2022 
Halloween Rag Shag Parade 

 
Monday, October 31 in Erving Center 

 
Bring your Mummies, Daddies, and Grown Ups for a spooky evening of 

costumes, decorations, tricks and treats! 
 

 
Trunk or Treat from 4-5PM at Zilinski Field 

Rag Shag Parade at 5:00  
(ending with a sweet treat at Town Hall) 

 
If you would like to participate in the Trunk or Treat, please register online so 
we can plan enough space in the field for cars!  https://ervingma.myrec.com/ 
 

Spookily sponsored by the Erving Recreation Commission  
with grave gratitude the Erving Police Department 

 

Follow Erving Recreation Commission for Event Updates and more!    

https://ervingma.myrec.com/


Jennifer Fay Smith
NOT A SCHOOL SPONSORED EVENT

Jennifer Fay Smith
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